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1. IN RELAXED MOOD ANTICIPATING HIS DEPARTURE AFTER SEVEN 
YEARS IN LIBYA WHICH BEGAN AS HEAD OE EGYPTAIN MILITARY 
MISSION, SENIOR LIBYA WATCHER OF TRIPOLI DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
SALAH AL-DIN AL-SAIADANI, HEAD OF THE EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
OFEICE (AMBASSADOR) MADE EOLLOWING OBSERVATONS ON LOCAL 
SCENE DURING RECENT MEETING WITH ME. 

2. UNCERTAINITY, PARTICULARLY AMONG MERCHANTS AND BUSINESS 
GROUPS, OVER ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FUTURE CREATING MUCH 
TENSION AND HAS RESULTED IN A LARGE INCREASE IN THE 
NUMBER OF PATIENTS IN TRIPOLI'S MENTAL HOSPITAL. 

3. SAIADANI'S TRANSFER HAD BEEN PLANNED SOME MONTHS 
AFTER HIS PERSONAL REQEST TO SADAT. HE AND HIS FAMILY 
NEED A CHANGE AND THERE WAS CLEARLY NO HOPE OF CHANGING 
QADHAFI. 

4. HE HAD NO CONCERN OVER BEING EXPELLED IN RETALIATION 
FOR EXPULSION OP THE ACTING LIBYAN AMBASSADOR IN CAIRO. 
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TOO DEEP AND TOO LONG STANDING TO PERMIT THE LIBYANS 
TO MAKE SUCH A MOVE. ALTER ALL, AS A BRIGADIER HE IS 
SENIOR TO LIBYAN LEADERSHIP. 

5. EGYPTIAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS CONTINUE TO GO DOWN HILL 
WITH NO HOPE WHATSOEVER EOR AN IMPROVEMENT UNDER CURRENT 
LIBYAN LEADERSHIP. NOEVERTHELESS, HE WAS ALWAYS WELL 
TREATED HERE AND PROVIDED ADEQUATE PROTECTION. HELP 
QUICKLY ARRIVED ALTER INVASION OE HIS EMBASSY BY TWO 
SUDANESE TERRORISTS, WHO HAD CAPTURED HIS CONSULAR OEEICER 
ON JULY 5. 

6. HE WAS UNSURPRISED ABOUT THE RECENT LIBYAN ASSISTED 
COUP ATTEMPT IN SUDAY RECALLING HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS 
MATTER WITH QADHAEI IN PREVIOUS YEARS. QADHAETI, HE SAID, 

WAS ALWAYS AD AMENT THAT HE WOULD TOPPLE NUMAYRI NO 
MATTER HOW MANY ATTEMPTS IT TOOK. QADHAEI HAD NEVER 
EORGIVEN NUMAYRI'S REFUSAL IN 1973 TO ALLOW LIBYAN PLANES 
AND TROOPS TO PROCEED TO UGANDA TO ASSIST AMIN. 

7. QADHAFI'S SITUATION CONTINUES DETERIORATING EXTERNALLY 
AND INTERNALLY. NEVERTHELESS CIVILIAN OPPOSITION WAS 
POWERLESS AND REPRESENTED NO THREAT. WIDESPREAD 
DISSIDENCE IN THE LIBYAN ARMED EORCES EXISTED BUT 
QADHAEI'S SURVEILANCE OF SUCH DISSIDENCE WAS CLOSE AND 
CONTINUING AND MADE IT DIEEICULT EOR SUCH ELEMENTS 

TO GATHER AGAINST QADHAEI. OE THE REMAINING RCC 
MEMBERS ONLY MUSTAEA MUHAMMAD KHARUBI WAS A POTENTIAL 
TREAT. KHARUBLHOWEVER, HE SAID, WAS AN EXTREMELY 
MERCURIAL TYPE. ONE WEEK HE WOULD DENOUNCE QADHAFI 
AND THE NEXT WEEK WOULD SUPPORT HIM. IP KHARUBI STAYED 
MAD LONG ENOUGH HIS WIDESPREAD SUPPORT IN BOTH THE 
COMMISSIONED AND NON-COMMISSIONED RANKS OF THE ARMY MIGHT 
ENABLE HIM TO LEAD A SUCCESSPUL COUP. IN SUMMARY, SAIADANI 
BELIVES QADHAFI WILL CONTINE EOR THE PRESENT BUT THAT 
THE COMBINATION OF FOREIGN AND INTERNAL PRESSURES WILL 
EVENTUALLY CAUSE SOME CHANGE. 

8. BECAUSE OP LONG EXPERIENCE AND CLOSE TIES WITH LIBYAN 
LEADERSHIP SAIADANI'S VIEWS ARE WORTHY OF NOTE. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 TRIPOL 00992 20I6I2Z 

CARLE 


SECRET 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, FOREIGN RELATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TRIPOL00992 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760279-0379 
From: TRIPOLI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760739/aaaabicb.tel 

Line Count: 108 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <18 OCT 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: EGYPT/LIBYA 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, LY, SU, (QADHAFI, MU'AMMAR), (AL-SAIADANI, SALAH AL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



